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    Upcoming Events 
 
March 4, 2010 Thursday 7:30pm Lyceum- Growing Up 
in Old Bedford Township. Long time residents of 
Oakwood Village recall their childhood in this rural 
community. This evening’s program is being held at the 
Oakwood Golden Age Center 23035 Broadway in 
Oakwood Village. (Across from Sam’s Club) 
 
 March 6, 2010 An Evening in Trinidad; Dinner 
features island favorites. A Steel Drum band plays for 
entertainment. A chance to win the reverse raffle. Call 
440 232-0796 or Betsy at 440 735-0135 for tickets. 
$45/ticket includes food, entertainment and raffle. 
 
 April 8, 2010 Thursday 7:30pm Lyceum: A Bedford 
Film Fest Part I 
Lights! Camera! Action! Learn what goes on behind the 
scenes in movie making. The Balachs, Diane, Mike & 
Kim, share their first hand experience about life on the 
set. They were movie extras when the film ‘Welcome to 
Collinwood’ was filmed in Cleveland. A lot happens 
before we see a film on the big screen. Old Church on 
the Square 750 Broadway. 
 
April 9, 2010 7:30 Friday Lyceum- Bedford Film Fest 
Part II   Film as History KSU Professor Robert West 
will discuss how movies offer us a unique glimpse into 
the past. Through film we are able to view fashion, 
architecture, interior design and social customs from the 
period. He will bring a film from the university’s 
extensive archive. Join us for this special event. Old 
Church on the Square 750 Broadway. 
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April 11th  2:00pm – 5:00pm Sunday Annual Spring 
Open House. Please join your fellow members and 
friends at the Annual Spring Open House. 
 
May 6th, 2010 Thursday Annual Dinner  (details will be 
mailed) 
May 8th 2010 Saturday ‘Show & Tell’ Tea (details 
inside) 
May 12, 2010 7:30 pm  Wednesday Docent Training 
(details inside) 
June 11, 12 &13, 2010 Annual Strawberry Festival;  

From the President: 
 
  Well here I am looking out at the snow coming 
down like crazy and wishing for a little bit of sun. An 
evening in Trinidad would be just the thing to ease 
the winter blahs. The Reverse Raffle, on Saturday 
March 6, 2010, will take us to Trinidad - away from 
the snow and cold. Entertainment is a wonderful 
steel drum band and the food will be wonderful.   
  With the New Year we have some personnel 
changes at the Museum. We convinced Janet to 
drop the ‘interim’ as she has served in the capacity 
of director and curator for several years now. Joyce 
Maruna has retired as archivist; she will now serve 
as assistant to the director. Thank you Joyce for 
your years of service and for your continuing 
service.   
  Debbie Grubb is our new archivist.  We are 
looking forward to working with Debbie.  She and 
husband John live in Bedford. Members may recall 
another Grubb a few years ago. Tim, their son, was 
a home schooler who spent many hours at the 
museum from 5th grade through college. He now 
lives and works in Western Pennsylvania. 
  June Martin is retiring as our treasurer.  This is a 
volunteer post and June has transformed our 
finances.  Thank you June, for your years of 
service.  Replacing June will be Leigh Hamilton. 
Leigh, daughter of member Bob, is treasurer of 
Hamilton Trucking and will help us keep our 
finances in order.  
   Welcome, Debbie and Leigh and thank you for 
serving our communities through the Bedford 
Historical Society. 
  Thanks to the support of all of our members, we 
ended the year in the black. These are very difficult 
times for museums. We really appreciate all your 
support to the Bedford Historical Society. See you 
at the Reverse Raffle and at the Museum.  

Your President, Betsy  
 

 
 

Please notify us of any change of address. New postal 
regulations are very restrictive and expensive. It costs us 
additional money when the postal service sends a piece back 
or forwards it to the new address. 



      Midget Auto 
Racing in Northern 
Ohio 
 
   Ron Pollock, ably 
assisted by wife Pat, 
has published a new 
book that will interest 
motor sports 

enthusiasts. "Small Cars, Brave Hearts" Midget 
Auto Racing in Northern Ohio.    The hardcover, 
11" x 8.5", 226 page book with over 400 photos  is 
a complete recap of all the races run at tracks like 
Sportsman Park, Akron Rubber Bowl, Canfield 
Speedway, Ft. Miami Speedway and other lesser 
known tracks. 
  Ron spent many hours at the museum researching 
portions of the book. The book is available in the 
museum store (we sold out one batch already). It 
sells for $24.95 and the author has allotted a portion 
to benefit the Society. 
 
 
 Another Karl Anderson Work Found 
 
  Chuck Miller of Doty & Miller Architects recently 
found another Karl Anderson Depression-era 
painting. The work is situated in the New Haven      
(Westerville Branch) Connecticut Post Office. The 
former Bedford Post Office at 600 Broadway has a 
large mural by Anderson in the lobby. The building 
currently houses the offices of Doty & Miller 
Architects. The painting is open for viewing during 
business hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

       Docent Training 
 
   Calling all docents and those who would like to 
learn to be one! Docent training will be held on 
Wednesday  May 12th at 7:30 pm in the Town Hall 
Museum. We’ll share dessert and talk shop. We 
always review our safety procedures and crowd 
control. This year, we will discuss the key points of 
three new exhibits. Please rsvp so that we have 
enough dessert: 440 232-0796.    
 
Three New Exhibits at the Town Hall 

 
     Bedford and the Movies   
 
  The Town Hall Museum will feature its 
collection of projectors in conjunction 

with the two-day film fest in April. Jim Rhine is loaning 
a portion of his movie poster collection for your viewing 
pleasure. Movie poster art has a unique Cleveland and 
Bedford connection; artist Richard Sedlon worked at 
Morgan Lithograph in Cleveland. The company was a 
major designer and printer of movie posters for the 
industry.  
  Roger Fuhrmeyer is working on a whimsical movie 
screen to challenge your memory. See if you can guess 
all of the silhouettes of Hollywood greats. We’ll have a 
drawing with a prize for the most correct answers. 
   Photos of Bedford’s movie theaters will be on display. 
Many remember ‘dish night’ and other entertaining 
events at the local theaters.  
  Member Hugo Cipriani wrote about how movies 
changed his life in his book Va Fa Sa. The book, 
available in the Museum Store, recalls his adventure of 
hitch hiking across America during the Depression. His 
goal was to enroll and attend UCLA to obtain his film 
making degree.  
 

   
The Bedford Theater 

 
 

Salute!!!!! 
  The following people transformed the Town Hall 
Museum into a Christmas Wonderland: Helen Pratt, 
Barbara McDaniel, Vickie Michalek, Lynn Jones, 
Diane Balach, Jean Offutt, Lester Pratt, Andy Jones, 
Joe Michalek, Paul Pojman, Phil Saunders and Bob 
Pallat. 
  Thanks to our musicians and docents who hosted 
the Christmas in Bedford Falls Open House. We had 
over 400 in attendance.  

 

 



             
 Boy Scouting in Bedford 
Township 
 
   In recognition of the 100th 

anniversary of Boy Scouting in America the Bedford 
Historical Society and  local scouts are working to create 
a special exhibit in the Town Hall Museum. Roger 
Fuhrmeyer (a Bedford scout) is designing an original 
work of art. Our webmaster, Wayne Rhine (another 
Bedford scout!) is offering some of the troops a chance 
to design their own web page on our site. Over the years, 
scouting has offered a world of opportunities for young 
boys. Bedford scouting goes back at least to the 1920s as 
far as our records indicate.  
  Thanks to member Shirley Taussig, we will be able to 
offer a special commemorative patch for these scouts 
and also a souvenir for troops who visit the museum. 
The Taussig family has a long legacy of scouting in the 
Bedford area. 

 

 
Here Comes the Bride 
 
   The Society’s bridal gown 
collection will be on display in late 
spring. Some of our earliest dresses 
are practical frocks that were used for 
church and other occasions. It would 
have been wasteful to have a dress for 
only one occasion. When the custom 

of a special white dress became fashionable, weddings 
became more elaborate. If you are willing to share your 
wedding photo and a custom or story from your 
wedding, please call the museum 440 232-0796. It 
would be fun to include your story and photo.  
  The Bedford Garden Club is partnering with us for this 
special exhibit. Garden Club members are researching 
floral bouquets and will create examples for the gowns 
with flowers from each time period.   
 
All three exhibits will remain in place through October 
31st.     
 

Spring Open House 
 
   Please invite your friends and relatives to the 
Annual Spring Open House at the Town Hall 
Museum. The date is April 11, 2010 2:00pm – 
5:00pm.Two of our three new exhibits will be in 
place for your enjoyment. We will have a spinning 
demonstration and quilting demonstration during 
the open house thanks to some of our talented 
members. Tasty refreshments, too. 

 
From the archives….                                                                   

             Valentines 
 
  Valentines Day can mean 
many things - from the 
decorated shoe box we made 
in grade school for collecting 
cards, to the candy and flowers 
we gave or received, to love 

letters written during a long separation and saved 
for a lifetime. 
  In our archives we have a collection of the latter, 
along with many snapshots and some portraits 
which tell the story of a family. Betty Clotz and Allan 
Ruple met when both were students in the Bedford 
schools.  Allan's letters, which number more than 
300 and were written during a three year period of 
army service in W.W.II, tell of his daily life and his 
feelings at being separated from Betty.  This 
charming collection was donated to our Historical 
Society by their family.  Betty Ruple carefully kept 
scrapbooks containing greeting cards of birthdays 
and special occasions which tell their personal 
history.  A warm and delightful archive, fun to read 
and a treasure for us to own. 
               Joyce Maruna 

The museum’s collection of Valentine cards are on display 
and a beautiful display of love letters from the past. 
 
  
                     A Tornado in Bedford 
 
    A recent email request asked for the date of a tornado 
that ripped through Bedford in the late 1940s. The 
inquirer was in a car with his family when the funnel 
cloud touched down. They watched it topple trees in 
Bedford Cemetery and fell the tops of monuments. The 
tornado hit on September 26, 1947. According to the 
newspaper, it knocked out power and felled large elm 
trees in the cemetery. Several monuments were 
destroyed. The same storm also took the roof off of the 
Marble Chair Company and did extensive damage to the 
Walker China Company along Solon Road. Evelyn 
Sawastuk recalls being inside the Stillwell Theater when 
the storm struck. Everyone was kept inside until it 
passed over. 
  We found another instance on May 30, 1952. The 
storm touched down at Powers Road and traveled 
through the business district. Two women were hurt by 
flying glass at Fisher Foods.  
  Bedford has had its share of bad storms from deluges 
and high winds to snow storms and ice. 
 

 

 

 



        Good Search Helps  
 
   Searching the web for information? Please 
consider using Good Search. We receive one penny 
each time you use it to find information online. 
Some of our members and friends started using 
Good Search last summer; we received a check at 
the end of the year for over $100. If you make an 
online purchase, a portion of your total goes to our 
account too. No strings attached. Thank you. 
 
      To Our Generous Members and Friends 
 
  We are grateful to receive funding from the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles Local Aerie 2122, the 
Day Foundation and private donors for use this 
year.  
  We gratefully received year-end donations from 
members and friends to the General Fund which 
helped us close the books in the black. Donations 
were received for the Endowment, the Sedlon 
Garden and the Cemetery Preservation Project. 
Together we make a difference in the communities 
we serve as we uphold our obligation to the past. 
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  Catering for Two 
 
  This is the charming title of a book in our library. 
Published in 1898 by G .P. Putnam’s Sons, the author, 
Alice L. James offers recipes for ‘comfort and economy 
for small households’. Here is a recipe for macaroni and 
cheese with different instructions than most recipes 
today: 
            Macaroni and Cheese 
 
  Soak half a cupful of macaroni in two cups of boiling 
water twenty minutes, then boil until tender,--about 
thirty minutes. Skim out the macaroni, put into an 
earthen dish, sprinkle with half a teaspoonful of salt, a 
dust of pepper, and spread over the top thin slices of Old 
English Cheese. 
  Add a teaspoonful of butter and half a cup of milk. 
  Bake twenty minutes and serve in the baking dish. 
(Editor’s note: you may want to adjust this to shorter 
cooking time. Our modern macaroni noodle wouldn’t 
hold up to long boiling. Old English Cheese is a 
longtime staple cheese product. It is available near the 
Velveeta section. It is also available in a jar but this 112 
year old recipe calls for slices.) 

Can You Help? 

 
   We have some projects if you have the time. 
 
1. Can you help install stair treads? We are planning to 
do this project ourselves to save money. The more help 
we receive, the quicker we will get done. No experience 
necessary; you will be working with someone 
knowledgeable. We’ll supply bakery in the morning and 
lunch. No date set but we’ll wait until the weather is 
warmer.  
2. Like children? We could use your skills for Local 
History School tours. Teachers and chaperones are 
needed. The tours usually are in May.  
3. Don’t forget the Strawberry Festival is just around the 
corner. If you can donate time to help set up, take down, 
help with the car show or work a shift, please call the 
museum we will get you to the right chairperson.  
4. Perhaps you would like to be one of the Victorian 
Maids? We’ll train you to serve at these fun events. 
5. The weeds are waiting. It may be snowy now but 
spring will be here soon. Would you like to adopt a 
garden bed on one of our properties? A few minutes 
weeding and a jug of water on the flowers-voila! - we 
look pretty for the tourist season. 
 
  Thanks for volunteering. You help us serve our 

visitors and communities when you donate your 

valuable time. 

Last Issue Corrections 
 

   Two corrections from the last issue of the Bee:      
   Contrary to the obituary on Anita DePompei in 
the last issue of the Bee, her brother Ben is alive 
and well. Our Trustee Ed Kaneen assures us that he 
has dinner with him regularly. 
   The restored Civil War tombstone pictured in the 
last issue is that of Amasa B. Cook. 

 

 
The Knitters Come Through! 

 
  Thanks to members Mary Caldwell and Madeline 
Timm for knitting more tea cozies. Each one is a 
work of art! The museum store is stocked and ready 
for tea enthusiasts. Betsy Lee keeps us stocked with 
Bedford High and Maple Heights High drink 
coasters. Helen Batko supplies knit scarves. Thanks 
to all who make or donate items.  

 
 

 



Cemetery Preservation  
   
       Workshop 
 
   The Bedford Historical 

Society is hosting a Cemetery Preservation 
Workshop on the evening of September 24th and all 
day September 25th. The workshop will be lead by 
John Walters, one of the country’s leading stone 
restorers. John has been restoring the most fragile 
stones in Bedford Cemetery over the past two years. 
He will demonstrate techniques for cleaning and 
restoration. Students will have opportunity for 
hands-on practice.  
   If you know of a cemetery association, 
genealogical society, local historical society or 
anyone concerned about preservation of our 
treasured places, please help spread the word about 
this workshop.  
  Out of town attendees will have discounted hotel 
accommodations and food will be provided.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Obituaries 
 
Carol Cermak; Long time resident, Carol Cermak      
(Cowen) died on October 25, 2009. Carol and her 
husband were active volunteers before health problems 
confined them. She was preceded in death by her 
husband Merril and will be missed by her children 
Wayne (Robin), Cheryl (Frank) Vyhnal, Dawn (Glenn) 
Gosky and Robert (Lynne). She was a loving 
grandmother.  
 

 
 
 
Peter Dickson; Member Pete Dickson passed away 
on November 3, 2009, after several months of poor 
health. Pete was an active member who used his 
master carpentry and cabinet making skills during 
the restoration of the Dunham House. He was 
always ready to tackle any project for the Society. 
Pete helped on mission projects in many parts of the 
world through his church. He was a veteran of 
WWII. He leaves his loving wife of 66 years, 
Constance (nee: Schmidt). He was the father of 
Patricia (Vilas) Gamble, Thomas, Robert (Dorothy), 
Bernard (Edie), Peter (Tammy), Elizabeth (Tim) 
Crowder and David (Kim). He is missed by many 
relatives and friends. 
 
Andrew P. Jones; Our friend Andy Jones passed 
away suddenly on November 27, 2009. Andy and 
wife Lynn (nee: Day), have been active members 
hosting field trips, leading tours and raising funds. 
Andy helped solve many of our maintenance 
dilemmas with his vast knowledge of tools and 
engineering. He was a retired Bedford firefighter 
and a partner in Day Piston. He is survived by his 
loving wife of 60 years Marilyn ‘Lynn’. He was the 
father of Clyde (Sheila), Alyson Widen, Sandra 
(Ott) Allmendinger and Robin (Janet). He was a 
loving grandfather. The family has asked that 
donations be made to the Bedford Historical Society 
Endowment Fund in memory of Andy.  
 
Ruth D. Roseman; Member Ruth (nee: Daugherty) 
Roseman died on January 3, 2010. Ruth had been 
living in Sebring Ohio. She was the wife of the late 
Donald. She will be missed by her children Ronald, 
Dennis (Cathy) and Robert (Diana) and 
grandchildren.    
 
Marion L. Hotchkiss; Member Marion Luna (nee: 
Peck) Hotchkiss died on January 8, 2010. Marion 
was a docent at the society during festivals. She was 
the wife of the late Robert. He and Marion opened 
the Bedford Floral Shoppe in 1945 and Northfield 
Florist in 1962. She will be missed by her children 
Douglas and Robert Jr. (Jae) and loving 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  
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Christmas at the  
Town Hall Museum 2009 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Photos courtesy of Dot Schwende and Helen Pratt  
        

Dish Night at the Stillwell 

 
 

   Do you remember Dish Night at the Stillwell? During 
the 1930s and into the 1960s some theaters in America 
increased ticket sales with special offers. A popular 
program was a free dish. At the Stillwell Theater, Dish 
Night was Wednesday. Families could attend every 
Wednesday and in a few weeks or months, have a 
complete set of dishes for use in the home kitchen.  
 
   Does anyone remember what the dishes looked like? 
Was it Bedford’s own Walker China?  
 
 
 
 

Other Movie Memories 
 
   Lynn Jones remembers going to a theater just over the 
border in Cleveland for Saturday 10 cent matinees. With 
a large family, she recalls it was a good bargain. 
Attendee could watch cartoons, newsreels, trailers for 
upcoming movies and then the main feature.  
   Joyce Daunch remembers ‘sing-alongs.’ ‘Sing-alongs’ 
were a popular theater event. Before the start of the 
newsreels and main feature, song lyrics would be 
projected on screen so that folks could sing along. She 
remembers matching the scenes with the words along the 
bottom.  
   Joyce also remembers that the Bedford Theater was the 
place to be for matinees. If your date took you to the 
ritzy Stillwell it was to be taken seriously. And if your 
date took you to the Howard Johnson’s for a meal after 
the movie it was ‘tantamount to an engagement!’ 
   Both Lynn and Evelyn Sawastuk recall how scary 
movies left an impression. Lynn hated when her brothers 
took her to scary movies. Ev recalls the time she and 
Mike took the kids to see Jaws and how it was all they 
could do to keep one of the kids from bolting from the 
theater.  
   Remember going Downtown? Joyce remembers the 
excitement of taking the bus from Bedford to Downtown 
Cleveland to attend one of the large movie theaters.  
 
 Thanks to Evelyn, Joyce and Lynn for sharing movie memories. Do 
you have one to share? 
 

 
 

 


