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Explore.  Dream.  Discover. 

Upcoming Events 

Friday, June 3rdñSunday, June 5th 

Rotary Rib Fest*  

Bedford Town Square 

 

Friday, June 10thñSunday, June 12th 

52nd Annual Strawberry Festival*  

Bedford Town Square 

 

Saturday, July 16th  

Plein Air Car & Art Show, 11am ñ7pm 

Bedford Town Square, Museum Open 11amñ3pm 

 

Saturday, August 13th  

Flea Market, 9amñ4pm 

Bedford Town Square 

 

Sunday, August 14th  

Flag Retirement & Cleveland Clinic Band, 2pm  

Bedford Town Square 

 

Saturday, August 20th ñSunday, August 21st  

Pagan Pride Festival*  

Bedford Town Square 

 

Friday, August 26th ñSunday, August 28th  

Lionõs Carnival* 

Bedford Town Square 

 

Saturday, September 16ñSunday, September 17th 

Celebration of the Arts: Weekend of the Pooka* 

Bedford Town Square 

 

*Stop by and say hello at our booth!  This summer, we will 

be at all of the events on the Square to promote local history 

and remind our community about Bedfordõs heritage! 

 

From the President 

Dear Members, 

     Thank you for your continued support as we mourn 

the passing of Trustee and President Bob Schroeter.  But, 

we also turn to a new chapter and welcome new Trustees 

Alma Rhine, Karen Pallat, Reggie Taussig and Mary 

Baldwin .  We also extend our thanks to Lynn Beveridge,  

Jim Harding and Matt Stewart who are returning for sec-

ond terms.  There is a lot going on this summerñ we hope 

to see you at some of these great events!      

Sincerely, 

Betsy Squire Lee, Interim President  

Obituaries 
Gwyn Orchard; Member Gwyn [nee: Leigh] Orchard 
died on March 11, 2016. Gwyn was active in the society 
and other organizations in Bedford. She leaves her 7 
children and their families including 11 grandchildren 
and one great-grandchild. She also is survived by her 
sister and her husband to whom she was married for 40 
years.   

 

Eleanor Lautanen; Member Eleanor (nee: Meilander) 
died on March 15, 2016. She is survived by her husband 
of 73 years, George H.. She was the loving mother of 
Janet ( the late Sam) Dickey, Linda ( Bobby) Glover and 
Anna Lautanen. She was loved by her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.  

 

Jack Wardley; Long time member Jack Wardley died on 
March 21, 2016. Jack was active with the society for 
many years. He served as a trustee, headed the societyôs 
buildings and grounds committee and helped supervise 
the restoration of the 1832 Hezekiah Dunham House  
and the 1892 Old Church on the Square. He and a team 
of volunteers tackled many of the projects themselves. 
He is survived by his daughter-in-law Judy and grand-
children & great-grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by his wife Lois (nee: Leach) and son, John. 

 

Robert Lee Schroeter Sr.; Bob Schroeter Sr. died on 
April 10, 2016. Over the years Bob has served on the 
Board of Trustees, helped with buildings and grounds, 
helped move exhibit equipment and raised thousands of 
dollars. Despite ill health in recent years, Bob served as 
president of the society. He leaves his wife Marilynn 
[nee: Hackbart] and his children and their families: Rob-
ert Jr (Melissa), David (Nora), Jerry (Julia), Rich, Lindy 
and James. He was preceded in death by his son Joey. 
Bob was a loving grandfather and great-grandfather. The 
family asks that memorial contributions be made to the 
Bedford Historical Society.  

 

We extend our sympathy to member Arlene Pellillo and 
family on the death of their daughter Diana Yakich.  

Strawberry Festival News 

The Strawberry Festival is fast ap-
proaching!  We have a great enter-
tainment schedule lined up and 
vendors are starting sign up!  But, 
we are in need of VOLUNTEERS to help in nearly every 
spot this year.  Can you help?  There is something to do to 
meet just about any interest including, scooping strawber-
ries, kitchen prep, ticket sales and raffle tickets!  Please 
call 440-232-0796 for more information or e -mail us at 
strawfest@bedfordohiohistory.org.  

Donõt forgetñ raffle tickets are included with this news-
letter!  This yearõs drawing features a cash prize, a hand-
made afghan and quilt and more!  Turn your tickets in by 
mail or by dropping them off in the Town Hall Museum 
or at the ticket tent during the festival.  

Northeast Ohio  
Local History Fair 
 

Thank you to everyone that 
came out to the History Fair!  30 
history organizations and over 
300 members of the public participated in the event and 
comments were positive!  We even managed to outgrow 
Ellenwood in our first year!  Our hope is that this will 
become an annual event.  Stay tuned to 
www.facebook.com/NEOLocalHistoryFair and 
www.NEOLocalHistoryFair.com for details and photos 
of this yearõs event.  Special thanks to Mrs. Dunham for 
joining us to talk about Bedfordõs history! 

In Remembrance of 

Robert Schroeter Sr. 

President of the Board of Trustees 

Bedford Historical Society 

August 9, 1942 ð April 10, 2016 

Flag Retirement 

Join us Sunday, August 14th for 

our Annual Flag Retirement at the 

gazebo, beginning at 2pm.  Fol-

lowing the ceremony, the United 

Methodist Church is sponsoring a 

performance by the Cleveland 

Clinic Band.  Both events are free 

and open to the public.  If you have flags that need to be 

retired, please drop them off at the following locations: Bed-

ford City Hall, the French-Bartlett VFW, Bedford Heights 

City Hall, Oakwood Village City Hall, Walton Hills City 

Hall or the Town Hall Museum prior to the ceremony.  All 

flags collected will be properly disposed. 



Directorõs Corner 
Dear Members, 

     To say that the past month has been hard, would be 

an understatement.  Not only did we have back -to-back 

events during the entire month of April, we lost our 

friend and leader Bob Schroeter.  But, although we are 

saddened by this loss, we are renewed by the vision 

and inspiration that he left us.   

     As we continue on into 2016, I am happy to report 

that Phase 2 of the Capital Campaign will proceed 

years ahead of schedule, thanks to a second grant from 

the State, so stay tuned for more details! 

     Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual 

Dinner.  It was a great evening and I look forward to 

working with our new Trustees!  Copies of our Annual 

Report can be picked up at the Town Hall Museum or 

contact us to have one mailed to you. 

     Donõt forget to check us out on the Square all sum-

mer! 

Dana Best-Mizsak, Director 

Museum Store News 

The Poppy Shop is open!   We have a 

full line of new products to celebrate 

our new exhibit and honor our veter-

ans.  There is something for everyone 

including: t -shirts, pins, mugs, jewel-

ry, toys, model planes and more.  

Items will also be available online in early June at 

www.BedfordOhioHistoryStore.org  

Security Update  

     Our Resource Protection Unit has 

been busy!  We had a minor incident of 

vandalism in the Sedlon Garden where 

our exhibit panels had been cut down from the fence.  

Thank fully, all them have been recovered and they 

have now been re-secured.  In an effort to promote com-

munity awareness, we have joined the òSee Something, 

Say Somethingó initiative.  If you see something awry 

on our historic campus, let us and the police know!  

     Update on the Old Church vandalism case:  the 

young man responsible has been sentenced and has 

served three days in jail.  He has 90 days to pay the res-

titution to us so that the window can be repaired.  

Flea Market  

The Flea Market will be held on 

Saturday, August 13th.  If you 

have items to donate to the Histor-

ical Society table, please bring them to the Town Hall 

Museum during our normal business hours.  All pro-

ceeds from this table benefit the society.  If you are 

looking to rent space for the Flea Market, they are $15 

per space and can be purchased through our website or 

by calling Chris Sweet at 440-439-7470.   

(The Bedford Historical Society has lost two members re-
cently whose passing leaves a void. In close to 50 years that 
I knew these gentlemen through either the society, church or 
community projects, it was their passion and love of commu-
nity that inspired many of us to become involved and make a 
difference. Janet Caldwell ) 

Remembering Jack 

 The passing of Jack Wardley at the age 
of 104, leaves many fond memories. 
Jack , even into his advanced years, 
could answer history questions when we 
needed clarification. He was born and 
raised in Bedford and lived most of his 
life here. 

  Jackôs father was superintendent of the 
Holmes Bronze Company. The Akron 
firm asked him to locate property closer to Cleveland. Mr. 
Wardley chose property along the west side of Broadway 
between Grace and Powers. Jackôs  father supervised  con-
struction and worked in the plant. (Parts of the plant are still 
in use as an auto dealership. The 2-story pattern making 
building was moved across Broadway and saw use as a vet-
erinary hospital.) 

   Jack graduated from Bedford High in 1931. He was a tal-
ented athlete who excelled in several sports. Jack married his 
hometown girlfriend, Lois Leach. Their first home was in 
her familyôs summer cottage on Columbus Road when Bed-
ford Hts was still country. Eventually they settled into the 
center of town and raised their son. Jack was a talented artist 
and exhibit designer for Rogers Display Co. He served his 
country in the US Navy during WWII. 

  Jackôs involvement with the Bedford Historical Society was 
in tandem with his wife Lois. They worked tirelessly to 
make the society successful.  Jack knew the value of his 
townôs history.  He loved his community and he loved the 
people who shared it with him. 

 

Bob 

    Bob Schroeter Sr. died on April 
10,2016. It will take us awhile to adjust 
to life without him. Bob got involved in 
the historical society through his adopt-
ed father, Ralph Deevers. Bob could 
solve any dilemma that was thrown to 
him. When we began our Town Hall 
building addition, Bob and sons did the 
site clearance to save us several thou-
sand dollars. Recently, he helped solve the dilemma of mov-
ing a midget race car into the building for exhibit. The car 
wouldnôt fit in the elevator. No problem for Bob; we took it 
down in pieces and assembled it in place.   

  Bob had a particular enjoyment for the Annual Reverse 
Raffle. When he had tickets in his pocket, it was hard to 
avoid him. He loved to call the numbers. He always super-
vised the set-up and was the last to leave at eveningôs end.  

   He, just as Jack Wardley, loved his town. He felt it was 
everyoneôs responsibility to make it better whether it was 
simply clearing the walks or trimming the grass at home or 
joining a club or organization to help with programs and 
funding.  

Helenõs Afghans 

Helen Batko has made her 

13th special Bedford afghan 

for this yearôs Strawberry 

Festival raffle. The first quilt 

Helen made was entered in 

the Stow Needlework Show; 

it won Grand Prize. Helen 

crochets the names of Bedford streets as part of the design. 

No two afghans are the same, but one street name is cro-

cheted on all of them- Avalon. Why? Because Helen [maiden 

name Pfenniger] grew up on that street and it is her way of 

remembering life in Bedford. She was a majorette at Bedford 

High at a time when majorettes were required to play an in-

strument and be part of the band. Helen learned to play the 

French horn so that she could make the squad. She graduated 

in 1955. Thˉʹkʟ Hʮɳˏʘ! 

Campaigns of Yesterday 

A Special Exhibit Running Now through 
November 15, 2016 

Every four years, Ohio is put in the spot-
light as the center of the political uni-
verse, and 2016 is no different.  In antici-
pation of the 2016 Republican National 
Convention, the Bedford Historical Soci-
ety has unveiled a special exhibit featur-

ing political campaign memorabilia from 1860 ï 2015.  This 
exhibit features Republican candidates for President, with a 
special emphasis on Presidents (and candidates) from Ohio 
and those who have ties to Bedford. 

Mr. Matson Earns his License 

      A recent donation to your histori-

cal society has added to our 

knowledge of local airports. Bedford 

township had two popular airports in 

the last century- Wards Field off of 

Northfield Rd in the southwest  and 

Bedford Airport off of Richmond Rd. in the northeast.  

     Bedford Airport was home to Les Dethloff Flying Service. 

Dethloff operated a flying school. The recent donation is the pi-

lotôs log and flying papers and diploma of George Howard 

óBudô Matson. Matson was a Shaker Hts-Cleveland Hts resident. 

Matson started his flying career in the early 1950s and earned 

his solo flight designation in 1953 through Dethloffôs school 

flying a Piper Cub. Marriage and raising a family did not deter 

his love of flying, nor did moving his family to California. The 

log book shows his flights from that area after the move.  Mat-

sonôs daughter Cheryl also writes that her father loved auto rac-

ing and was one of the pioneer drivers of NASCAR. He held the 

7th highest ranking in points with NASCAR in 1951.  

 

(Matsonôs log book) 

The society has a growing file on aviation history in the town-

ship and Greater Cleveland area. Weôre grateful to Matsonôs 

family for donating his collection which adds to our knowledge. 

Docent Training 

Thank you to everyone that serves as a docent during our nor-

mal business hours, private tours and Open Houses.  As you 

know, we have several new exhibits that will be for the rest of 

2016 and a little extra training is needed!  Please plan to attend 

this training session on �0�R�Q�G�D�\�����-�X�Q�H�����W�K���D�W�����S�P���L�Q���W�K�H���7�R�Z�Q��
�+�D�O�O���0�X�V�H�X�P.  Refreshments will be provided.  Please RSVP 

to Janet or Dana by calling 440-232-

0796 no later than Wednesday, June 

1st so we can plan for refreshments.   

Are you interested in becoming a 

docent?  Now is the perfect time to 

learn!  A review of our safety proce-

dures and other information will also 

be provided.  


